RedFish

» Scientifi§ name; Sciaengps Scellatus




Redfish Facts..

~_Redfish, one of Florida’ s top spért
- fish.
N Redfish are aggressive feedefs™ |
thatyilltake a Varity of artificial . |

L i =

_ Once hooked they are tenacious
°  fifhters and although they rarely
jump their strong#aas and long
fights make them an anglers = ==
" Adream:






Redfish on fly
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‘Redfish Description

Red Drum are reddish bro#
fading to white on the belly. g

Juveniles have a copper or bronze tint and
sometimes have a blue tint to there tail.

The body is elongated and thlck with a gentlyﬂ
arched back and sloping head el

They have two dorsal flns__ ——

The front has sharp .sg} es anc [
soft. — S = iy
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" frum Description
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e The color wilth 1"‘ ending or
. fish lives. FISSee shore and ol
bottoms will-be lighte |
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e Redfish live in a wide range of salinities,
making them very versatile.

* The ability to tolerate low salt levels
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* Redfish are also comfortable in a wide
range of water temperatures, from 50
degrees f. to 81.5f.

« Small redfish can toler ar _: enider

e They are vulnerable to sudden opsin

temperature an will head for deeper
water during cold snaps '
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 Male redfish mature at about two years and
;&Dﬁour pounds of weight.

o females at about four years and thirteen
pounds.

e They spawn in the fall when the water starts
to cool and the daylight decreases. Ten and a
half hours or less of daylight.

 They spawn near passes and inlets.




Redfish in the everglades may travel further
offshore to spawn.

Spawning Is often triggered by a spring tide,
new and full moon phases.

By the end of there fist year redfish are about
13-14 inches.

They grow throughout their life although once

the reach three feet Iong they grow In girth
more than Iength 1’-“1,__
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 Inthe 1970’ s redfish populations began to
decline in Florida.

e Possibly from declining water quality, loss of
habitat and diversion of freshwater water
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The surging popularity of blackened redfish in

ne early 80’ s resulted in similar declines

nroughout the U.S.



In 1986 state and federal governments began
enacting regulations to protect redfish.

A complete ban on commercial fishing in 1988.

Florida's hatchery program started in 1988 at the Port
Manatee hatchery.

Between 1988 and 2004 more than six million
juvenile redfish were released into Tampa bay,
Sarasota bay,Biscayne bay, Indian river, and the
estuaries of Collier and Volusia counties.






eason anc SSion

 To measure, you can squeeze the tail to
-make the fish as long as possible.
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+ One fish per perso

o ok
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Florida record is 521lbs 5 oz

e Caughtin Cocoa In 1996.

Largrét on fIy, 43lbs,1995 In the banana
[
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Large?t"ever calght-92-1bs







* Generally the best tide Is a incoming.. .

« Reds will feed on the newly coveree *"
foraging for crabs, shrimp.and small fis:

- Reds will move deep into t'he 1ck ¢otin
high tldes e



« Mostofthetimea 6 6” to 7" medium action
spinning rod rigged with 8-12 Ib test mono or
15-20 braid will be best.

* |n the fall a heavier rod may be necessary to
catch large breeding fish in fast moving
currents and passes or from piers and jetties.

 For fly fishing a9" 7-9 wt with a wff line and a
9’ leader.



 Reds will take a variety of lures and
baits.

o Jigs, plastics, and Gulp baits work great
for fish feeding on.the bottom,

e N shallow water a subsurface and
floating ptug will attract strikes.

i They are attracted. to noise, making
Ppopping and ‘gurgling lures effective.
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e In the fall look fon,spawning f'iéh”in

‘passes, around jetties and piers and
near shore reefs and submerged
structure | -

 |In Pine Island sound and the southern -

part of the Everglades Natlonal Park.
Redfish will tail as they forage In the
_ shallow grasses. A

#



Around Naples and the Ten Thousand

“Islands reds tend to tail less as they feed over

oyster bars more than grass.
These fish can still be site cast. Shallow bays

- and bights can be productive
- Look for oysters in three feet or less depth.

In the back country of Everglades,Rookery
Bay and The Marco area, work mangrove

--shore lines near moving water.
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