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Snook description

12 species of genus Cenropomus in the

sub tropics, North and South America
Four occur in southwest Florida
Common snook

Sword-spine snook

Tarpon snook

Fat snook
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Fat snook

e Description: deeper body than other snooks;
color yellow-brown to green-brown above,
silvery on sides; black lateral line extends
onto tail; mouth reaches to or beyond center
of eye; usually no dusky outer edge on pelvic
fin, as in other snooks; smallest scales of all
snooks.Similar Fish: other
Centropomus.Where found: INSHORE
species found in mangrove habitat; found
commonly in fresh waters; occurs more In
Interior waters (as opposed to estuarine
waters) than other snook.Size: a small
"species, rarely more than 20 inches.
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Swordspine snook
Family Centropomidae,
Centropomus ensiferus

e Description: smallest of the snooks; profile
slightly concave; prominent lateral line
outlined In black (not solid), extends through
caudal fin; color yellow-green to brown-green
above, silvery below; giant second anal
spine, hence the name,; largest scales of all
snook.Similar Fish: other
Centropomus.Where found: occurs In

NSHORE estuarine habitats from south

~lorida to as far north on east coast as St.

_ucie River.Size: usually less than 1 pound
“(12"inches).







Tarpon snook
Centropomus pectinatus

e Description: only snook with 7 anal fin rays
(others have 6); lower jaw curves upward,
compressed. body, prominent.black.lateral, s
line extends through tail; tips of pelvic fin
reach beyond anus.Similar Fish: other
Centropomus.Where found: INSHORE In
south Florida; frequently in fresh water.Size:
usually less than 1 pound (12 inches).
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Snook facts

=

 The distinctive lateral line account _'
the common namess-line si _—
“sergeant fish™

e Snook are ambush feeders, lying In wait
nhile currents funnel prey to theng




More Snook facts

Snook may live over 20 years.

Growing to a length of 50 inches and a weight
of over 40 Ibs. —

Gulf coast catches average 7.2 pounds

The largest gulf coast catch was 44lbs 3
ounces, caught in Ft. Myers 1984.

Largest on fly caught in Chokoloskee in 1993
weighing 30 pounds 4 ounces.

The world record was caught in Costa Rica in
1978 weighing 53 pounds 10 ounces.
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Still more Snook facts

-

e Snook are protandric hermaphr%
e Meaning they can reverse their s 1
to female.-

 The largest and oldest fish are female.
e This reversal IS caused by a change in size of
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* This process can take a little as 60-90 d

 Snook return to the same spawn
every summer:

* Prior to'spawning, males congregate in large
numbers in “staging areas’. —
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e Spawning is centered around months W|th long
daylight hours, June and July. e

 Females may produee 1.5 5> million eggs with each
Spawn and-rﬁay spawn every other day for the first
part of the season.-Only a tiny fraction survive.

 Juveniles move to the upper reaches of the estuar
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ma N"2-3 years.
‘emales mature in 3-4 years.
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e Snook are a subtropical species and this is the
northern range. -

« They are very sensitive to cold : and WI|| die when the
water temperature gets below 60 or the temp drops
to quick:"™

e Snook try to keep warm in winter by moving into
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» \West coast snook are not Iong‘w
travelers. PSS~
e Most sngak‘tagged off of Naples where

captured ‘within-teh miles of there release
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r Fishing for Snook
 Snook are incredibly strong and fast

making them one of the most_rsought
after game fish.

. They will jump when hookedsandit = =

instinctively-run for cover.

o Snook will take a wide variety of live
and artificial baits.




Where tgyfish for snook

e Snod j@iStal inshore fish
tirbays, creeks, passes,
Ad jetties, along the
: 2efs nd:close In

Y

" mangrove shoreline: J Q\ where
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The best time to fish for snook

-

* Snook can be caught year round.
best time to catch.sneok du

season—g%eptember and April.




» The very best time to catch big s | ‘
in the summer; Snook-will ¢ ein

the passes and along the beaches in
Maydjune and July. B




r- During the winter months snook will move
into the “back country” and will take flys,
plugs, jigs and of coutse live bait. Look for
them in creeks, rivers and mangrove
shorelines. On cold days snook will'lie in |
shallow bays that have a dark W
that warms in the.sun®These fish C s
finicky-and spooky but they will eat if your
persistant. -
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- The best tides for snook
fishing
e Snook have been caught on all tide phases.

That said there Is probably no other fish in
southwest florida that is so tide sensitive: e
’ e ot

 Snook become very.activeon g
tide. The'best tide Is the strong outgoing
around the full-and new moon.
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* Look for places that water move
forms edies. Fallen—d@bﬁe’

tide vvaslﬁ‘ig into it. The edges of oyster
bars‘and drop offs. B




Snhook from under the
mangro\ ;




r Where to fish for snook

e Snook are predators that will lay in ambush.
e They like cover, fallen trees submerged

debris and mangrove points where the w -
eddies P

e In the_ summersnook will patrol the beaches
looking for food near passes where they
spawn
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4 Fly Fishing for Snook

 Snook are one of the greatest fish to
catch on a fly. There Is a skillldevel
needed to get your fly under mangrovesss
limbs and over oystetbars. Any'size ™
snook is awell earned catch but a 10Ib
+ fish Is unforgettable. Strong, fast and
they like to jJump!







"« On Higher tides and days with water less
than clear, we blind cast shoreliness and
creek mouths. -

 On lower tides we can quitly pole o
down shorelines.and-throw to

mangroves or cruising the oyster bars
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Fly rods and lines

* \We suggest seven to nine wt. rods, nine
feel long with matching weight forward

floating lines ”4

» We are happy.to.tie Ieaderm -
From-the fly line down we use 40-30-20

and‘then a short piece of forty mono

fic roarbcir the bite
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» Enrico Puglisi ties the maW
the everglades, thesghost -

pilchard: All-are excellent snook flys.
» Notice the mono weed guards. -
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Enrico Puglisi ties the mangrove pinfish, the everglades, the ghost and the pilchard. All are excellent snook flys.
Notice the mono weed guards. 


* Byshar the most satisfying way to catch
SNOOMS |th ajlg Iure fIy or plug.
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Artificial lures for snook

 Top water plugs like the Zara Spook, Jump.w
minnow and mirror luie.Zo.serieSiareab
as fun as-it gets. To see a ten pound snook
hit yourslure on the surface is unforgettable.

Subsurface baits like the mirror lure 17 anc
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Marabou




" 1/40z weedless spoon, soft
plastic, DOA shrimp







' ~ Zarra spook and Jumping _
minnow
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- Mirror lure Catch 2000
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Mirror lure mr-17
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Tackle for snook

* Most snook can be caught with a medium. e
action rod 6 6” -7 long . k-

A spinning reelthat holds at Ieast 150 yards
of 10-124b test mono or 15-20 Ib test braid.

e A plug or bait castlng combo should be 6
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fishing from piers, bridges and in fast
10ving currents In passes should use heawer —
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Terminal tackle

-

e Snook have a very abrasive mout
a razor sharp gill plate:~— -

o At least40lb test leader should be used
e For casting plugs and jigs it should be
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Seasons and limits

-

* On the gulf coast snook season Is
closed, DecemberJdanuary
May,-June, July and August.

« One fish per person per day.




Management goals

e Snook populations are better now than | ,'
past but the goal of 40%-Spaw . |
ratio was-not being met.

» That’s the ratio-of egg production in a fished
oulation compared to a population tha
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| the shorter season and strlcter limits
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